
Bishop’s Lodge, Hay, NSW: 

 A balancing act – local 

community action since 1985.  
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Bishop’s Lodge built in 1888/9 as home to the Anglican Bishops 

of Riverina.  Purchased by Hay Shire Council in 1985. 

 
 

. 
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Glimpses of the house and garden today. How has the property flourished? 
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People: winning local 

support through a 

range of activities and 

functions. 
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People: volunteers are the key. 
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People: making magical children’s 

memories. 
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People: 
school 
programs to 
remember. 
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Pleasures: never under-

estimate the power of shared 

food. 
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Pleasures: 
musical, operatic 
and theatrical 
performances 
bringing joy to  
a range of 
audiences. 
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Professionals: building a wide-ranging support network across disciplines and interests.  

Innovation in our community curator program.   
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Professional support from the wider heritage community:   

Historic Houses Trust of NSW Companion District launch  

On 1 November 2001. 
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Passion: curating local exhibitions showcasing local treasures, fashions, toys, 
stories and experiences. 
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Passion: volunteers learning together to enrich understanding and skills. 
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Passion:  heritage roses and heritage gardening 
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Produce: Spring Markets every 
October for 25 years. 
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Products – original heritage roses, sweet pea seeds from the 

garden, bookmarks and postcards or our published History and 

Guidebook all give visitors tangible reminders of their experiences  
visiting Bishop’s Lodge. 
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“It is fitting that such a house as Bishop’s Lodge – 

unconventional, unprejudiced by common attitudes – should 

have been conserved as it has been, tenderly, honestly and 

with considerable innovation.  

The house, and now its future, are tributes to the values of 

new and different ways of thinking – the values of ‘new 

chums’.”   

        James Broadbent 

1993. 
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Bishop’s Lodge: engaging people with real projects, produce, performance and professional 
support and thus allowing them to explore heritage passions and pleasures  

in a local, remote setting since 1985.  Please do call in if you’re passing … 


